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CLAIMS 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A computer-implemented method of exporting at^ast some of a body of data into 
a dump file, said method comprising the steps of: 

subdividing the body of data into a plurality jeff subsets; 
storing metadata descriptive of the bb Wf data in the dump file; and 
storing one or more selected subsdsf :om among the plurality of subsets in the dump 

file by performing the foUdwi^g steps for each of the one or more selected 

subsets: 

(a) storing a ma^r descriptive of said selected subset in the dump file, and 

(b) storingdrfta contained in said selected subset in the dump file. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of subdividing the body of data into a 
plurality of subsets includes the step of subdividin^&e body of data into the plurality of 
subsets based pn time-related information confined in the body of data. 



3. The method of claim 1 , wli 
plurality of subsets includes the 



step of subdividing the body of data into a 
> of^ubdividing the body of data into the plurality of 



subsets based on serial infcfflfatl yh contained in the body of data. 

4. The method ofclaim 3, wherein the step of subdividing the body of data into the 
plurality of subspfe based on serial information contained in the body of data includes the 
step of subdividing the body of data into the plurality of subsets based on numerical 
information contained in the body of data. 
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1 5. The method of claim 3, wherein the step of subdividing the body of data into the 

2 plurality of subsets based on serial information contained in the body of data includes the 

3 step of subdividing the body of data into the plurality of subsets alphabetically based on 

4 textual information contained in the body of data. / 

1 6. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step <n storing the plurality of 

2 subsets in respective storage devices. / 

1 7. The method of claim 1 , wherein the step or storing metadata descriptive of the 

2 body of data in the dump file includes lire stet/of storing partitioning metadata 

3 descriptive of how the body of data MsjAdfrided into said plurality of subsets. 

1 8. The method of claim 1, wherjj^fe step of storing a marker descriptive of said 

2 selected subset in the dump file infliiies the step of storing a name of said selected subset 

3 in the dump file. / 

1 9. The method of clahft 1 , wherein the step of storing data contained in said selected 

2 subset in the dump file includes the step of storing said data contained in selected subset 

3 in the dump file immediately after storing the subset marker in the dump file. 

1 10. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of storing one or more selected subsets 

2 from among tjfe plurality of subsets in the dump file includes the step of storing a single 

3 selected subset from among the plurality of subsets in the dump file. 

1 1 1 ./The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of storing one or more selected subsets 

2 frony&mong the plurality of subsets in the dump file includes the step of storing a fewer 

3 number of selected subsets than the number of the plurality of subsets in the dump file. 
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1 12. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of granting permission to a 

2 user to export said body of data. 
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13. A computer-implemented method of importing data into a Jfody of data 
comprising the steps of: 

accessing a dump file containing one or more subset mari&rs descriptive of a 

respective subset of the data, each of said one or rorore subset markers associated 
with data belonging to the respective subset; 
determining whether a marker of said one/oij mof e subset markers is descriptive of a 
selected subset; and 



if the marker of said one or more subse 



rkefs is descriptive of the selected subset, 



then importing the data associated v^l i the subset marker into the body of data. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising the step of subdividing the body of 
data into a plurality of subsets according to partitioning criteria; 

wherein the step of importing the data associated with the subset marker into the body 
of data includes the step of importing the data into subsets of the table according 
to said partitioning criteria. 
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1 5. The method ofelaim 14, wherein the step of the step of subdividing the body of 
data into a plurality off subsets according to partitioning criteria includes the steps of: 
accessing metadata stored in the dump file descriptive of said partitioning criteria; 
and 

creating the partitioned table based on the metadata. 



1 16. The method of claim 13, wherein the step of importing the date/associated with 

2 the subset marker into the body of data includes the step of storing the data associated the 

3 subset marker into a respective storage device. / 

1 1 7. The method of claim 1 3, further comprising the step olr granting permission to a 

2 user to import into said body of data. / 

1 1 8. A computer-implemented method of repartitioimg a body of data, subdivided 

2 into a plurality of subsets, comprising the stepAof: / 

3 exporting one or more selected subsets M>n4 anfong the plurality of subsets of the 

4 body of data into a dump file; M A 

5 reconfiguring the body of data accordiimicynew partitioning criteria; and 

6 importing data exported into the dumnffile into the body of data according to said 

7 new partitioning criteria. / 

1 1 9. The method of claim 1 8, the step of exporting one or more selected subsets from 

2 among the plurality of subsets off the body of data into a dump file includes the steps of: 

3 storing metadata descriptive of the body of data in the dump file; and 

4 storing the one or mon! selected subsets in the dump file by performing the following 

5 steps for each ofthe one or more selected subsets: 

6 (a) storing a marker descriptive of said selected subset in the dump file, and 

7 (b) storing <fota contained in said selected subset in the dump file. 

1 20. The method of claim 19, wherein the step of storing metadata descriptive of the 

2 body of daW in the dump file includes the step of storing partitioning metadata 

3 descriptive of how the body of data is subdivided into said plurality of subsets. 
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2 1 . The method of claim 1 9, wherein the step of storing a marker descriptive of said 
selected subset in the dump file includes storing a name of saicj/Selected subset in the 
dump file. 

22. The method of claim 19, wherein the step of storing data contained in said 

f s 

selected subset in the dump file includes the step of goring said data contained in 
selected subset in the dump file immediately afteystoring the subset marker in the dump 
file. 

23. The method of claim 19, wheyemJ&e step of storing one or more selected subsets 
from among the plurality of subsets jftfthfe diimp file includes the step of storing a single 
selected subset from among the ^^^m/ois\i!o%Q\s in the dump file. 

24. The method of claim 19, wherein the step of storing one or more selected subsets 
from among the plurality of subsets in the dump file includes the step of storing a fewer 
number of selected subsets thdn the number of the plurality of subsets in the dump file. 

25. The method of claim 19, further comprising the steps of: 
granting permission to a user to export from said body of data; and 
granting permission to the user to import into said body of data. 



26. A computer-readable medium bearing sequences of instructions for exporting at 
least some of a body of data into a dump file, said sequences of instructions comprising 
sequences of instructions for performing the steps of: 

subdividing the body of data into a plurality of subsets; 

storing metadata descriptive of the body of data in the dump file; and 



storing one or more selected subsets from among the plurality of subsetsih the dump 
file by performing the following steps for each of the one or more /elected 
subsets: 

(a) storing a marker descriptive of said selected subset in the dfimp file, and 

(b) storing data contained in said selected subset in the durqp file. 

27. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein4he step of subdividing the 
body of data into a plurality of subsets includes the step of subdividing the body of data 
into the plurality of subsets based on time-rela^i^fo^nation contained in the body of 
data. 



28. The computer-readable medium of 
body of data into a plurality of subsets inc 



£6, wherein the step of subdividing the 
is the step of subdividing the body of data 



into the plurality of subsets based on sefial Information contained in the body of data. 

29. The computer-readable rcfedium of claim 28, wherein the step of subdividing the 
body of data into the plurality^* subsets based on serial information contained in the 
body of data includes the step of subdividing the body of data into the plurality of subsets 
based on numerical infoftnation contained in the body of data. 



30. The computer-readable medium of claim 28, wherein the step of subdividing the 
body of data into the plurality of subsets based on serial information contained in the 
body of dateT includes the step of subdividing the body of data into the plurality of subsets 
alphabe^bally based on textual information contained in the body of data. 
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1 31. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the step of scoring metadata 

2 descriptive of the body of data in the dump file includes the step of staling partitioning 

3 metadata descriptive of how the body of data is subdivided into said^plurality of subsets. 

1 32. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein/die step of storing a marker 

2 descriptive of said selected subset in the dump file includes'the step of storing a name of 

3 said selected subset in the dump file. / 

1 33. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the step of storing data 

2 contained in said selected subset in the dump j5fe includes the step of storing said data 

3 contained in selected subset in the dump fllQ^Eimediately after storing the subset marker 

4 in the dump file. Jf J 

1 34. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the step of storing one or 

2 more selected subsets from among the plurality of subsets in the dump file includes the 

3 step of storing a single selectecf subset from among the plurality of subsets in the dump 

4 file. / / 

1 35. The computer-readable medium of claim 26, wherein the step of storing one or 

2 more selected subsets/from among the plurality of subsets in the dump file includes the 

3 step of storing a feWer number of selected subsets than the number of the plurality of 

4 subsets in the dun^) file. 

1 36. A copputer-readable medium bearing sequences of instructions for importing 

2 data into a l$ody of data, said sequences of instructions comprising sequences of 

3 instructions for performing the steps of: 
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accessing a dump file containing one or more subset markers desofiptive of a 

respective subset of the data, each of said one or more subset markers associated 
with data belonging to the respective subset; 

determining whether a marker of said one or more subseydarkers is descriptive of a 
selected subset; and 

if the marker of said one or more subset markers is descriptive of the selected subset, 
then importing the data associated with the suKset marker into the body of data. 
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37. The computer-readable medium of AsM 36^ wherein said sequences of 
instructions further comprising sequences o/^nstpifctions for performing the step of 
subdividing the body of data into a pluralit£*t>f subsets according to partitioning criteria; 
wherein the step of importing the dafa associated with the subset marker into the body 
of data includes the step of injporting the data into subsets of the table according 
to said partitioning criteria. 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



38. The computer-readabler medium of claim 37, wherein the step of the step of 
subdividing the body of dat^into a plurality of subsets according to partitioning criteria 
includes the steps of: 

accessing metadatay&ored in the dump file descriptive of said partitioning criteria; 
and 

creating the partitioned table based on the metadata. 




